
2008 schedule
All kickoffs at 7 p.m.

Today — LUXEMBURG-CASCO
Sept. 5 — MILWAUKEE SOUTH
Sept. 12 — at New Holstein
Sept. 19 — at Two Rivers
Sept. 26 — KIEL
Oct. 3 — WAUPUN
Oct. 10 — at Kewaskum
Oct. 17 — PLYMOUTH
Oct. 23 — CAMPBELLSPORT

‘The Game’
Oct. 17 vs. Plymouth

The Falcons had won seven of
eight in this big rivalry before drop-
ping the last two games by a com-
bined four points.

2007 results
4-5 overall, 2-5 EWC

Regular season
Sheb. Falls 7, Luxemburg-Casco 3
Sheb. Falls 24, Milwaukee South 17
New Holstein 18, Sheb. Falls 0
Sheb. Falls 28, Two Rivers 0
Sheb. Falls 42, Kiel 0
Waupun 27, Sheb. Falls 17
Kewaskum 28, Sheb. Falls 0
Plymouth 10, Sheb. Falls 7
Campbellsport 23, Sheb. Falls 6

Last 10 seasons
Year W-L Pct.
2007 4-5 .444
2006-x 6-4 .600
2005-x 7-3 .700
2004-xy 9-3 .750
2003-x 6-4 .600
2002-xy 8-2 .800
2001-xy 9-2 .818
2000-xyz 14-0 1.000
1999-xy 11-2 .846
1998-x 6-4 .600
Total 80-29 .734

x-playoff berth
y-conference championship
z-state championship

Coach’s corner
Michael Nikson

Years: 2
Record: 4-5 at
Sheboygan Falls
Playoff appear-
ances: 0
Conference titles: 0
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Sheboygan Falls

With three different offenses
in as many years, Sheboygan
Falls’ program has undergone
a number of changes, includ-
ing the transition from long-
time coach Dan Juedes to
Michael Nikson.

The latest offensive adjust-
ment might be the most dra-
matic yet, as the Falcons go
from a traditionally run-based
offense to the spread.

It will be a new look for Falls,

which suffered its first losing
season in at least 25 years in
2007.

How the players adjust to it
will determine if they return to
their winning ways in 2008.

— Dave Lubach

BOTTOM LINE

Pribek Burhop

Conklin Kluz

Tough to replace

Players to watch

Jake Artabasy was a Dirty
Dozen All-Area team member
and two-way lineman.

BY PETE BARTH
Sheboygan Press staff

This past offseason was any-
thing but that for Sheboygan
Falls’ second-year head football
coach Michael Nikson.

Driven by his love of the game
and his desire to grow as a
coach, Nikson attended five
camps, including two in Chica-
go, and bought a dozen instruc-
tional DVDs.

“Tons of learning went on,”
he said with an enthusiastic
smile.

Last fall was one of transition
and adjustment for the Falcons,
who suffered their first losing
season (4-5) in almost three
decades. It’s well known in
these parts that Dan Juedes,
Nikson’s predecessor, never had
a losing season overall or in
conference play during his 25
years as the Falcons’ head
coach.

Last year’s team went 2-5 in
league play and lost its last four
games.

But to his credit, Nikson did-
n’t pout; instead, he maintained
his infectious enthusiasm,
rolled up his sleeves and went
right to work.

“Last season was frustrating,
but it was a learning experi-
ence,” he said. “We looked at
what we did right, looked at
what we did wrong, and made a
lot of changes.”

Nikson spoke excitedly about
a new practice schedule, which
he said is much more intense
and station-oriented.

Players work on one thing,
then move quickly to something
else.

“There’s no downtime,”
Nikson said. “It’s go, go, go.”

From one clinic, Nikson bor-
rowed the idea of an offseason
lifting competition, with an
honor roll. And he implemented
an “Iron Falcon” award that’s
tied to community service and
fund-raising.

But the biggest change by far
is to the offense, which will go
to a four-wide, ace back, shot-
gun-oriented “spread” look and
try to stretch the field. The
blocking scheme will use zone
principles with lots of double-
teaming. It will be Falls’ third
new offense in as many years.

“We really did our homework,
and we hope it comes to
fruition,” he said.

Nikson did not make the
change hastily. He carefully
studied the type of athletes
coming up, looking as far down
as fifth grade, and determined
that in the future, Falls will not
have a lot of bulky linemen.
What the community does seem
to be producing these days,
Nikson said, is plenty of quick,
tough-minded kids.

How’s this for change at Falls:
Of the 53 players on the varsity

roster, 15 have “WR” listed as
one of the positions behind
their names.

Returning quarterback Jay
Pribek will be the triggerman.
Nikson said the 4.0 student has
the smarts and leadership to
run the show. Ace back Tim
Burhop rushed for a team-high
558 yards last year.

Two-way standouts like line-
men Cullin Conklin, A.J.
D’Alberto, Spencer Long,
Burhop (he plays safety on de-
fense) and Eric Kluz (corner, H-
back and kicker) will play criti-
cal roles.

Defensively, not much will
change in the Falcons’ 4-4.
Spencer Hurlburt is a great
prospect at linebacker, and fel-
low linebacker Matt Henning
has made an impact in practice.

Nikson said he’s having the
most fun ever in his coaching
career because of the players’
great attitudes.

“The kids are just having a
blast,” he said. “As we wrapped
up two-a-days, a lot of them
were saying, ‘I can’t believe two-
a-days are over.’”

A whole new animal
Falcons hope to soar again with spread offense

Sheboygan
Falls players
work on
blocking
drills during
a workout
on Thursday,
Aug. 21.
Photo by
Gary C.
Klein/The
Sheboygan
Press

Prospects by position

Offense (Spread)
(Returning starters: 6)

■ QB – Jay Pribek, sr., 5-11,
160; Adam Lorenz, jr., 6-1, 160;
Jason Fenner, so., 5-10, 150

■ RB – Tim Burhop, sr., 5-11,
170; Spencer Hurlburt, jr., 5-10,
195; Zach Berg, jr., 5-10, 185

■ WR/TE – Andrew Endsley,
jr., 6-1, 150; Nick Roelse, so., 6-
3, 180; Lorenz; Eric Kluz, sr., 6-
0, 165; Ryan Vowinkle, sr., 5-10,
155; Justin Laack, sr., 6-0, 175;
Matt Sukowaty, sr., 6-1,165;
Jacob Schuessler, sr., 6-1, 175;
Hurlburt; Matt Henning, jr., 6-1,
200; Tyrone Feldmann, sr., 6-0,
190

■ OL – Cullin Conklin, sr., 5-
11, 200; Tyler Collins, sr., 5-11,
250; Spencer Long, sr., 6-1,
215; A.J. D’Alberto, sr., 5-11,
215; Travis Aleff, sr., 6-0, 195;
Brandon Debbink, sr., 5-11,
155; Ben TenPas, jr., 5-11, 245;
Kyle Lovegrove, sr., 6-3, 247;
Trevor Berceau, so., 6-1, 185

Defense (4-4)
(Returning starters: 6)

■ DL – Conklin; Feldmann;
D’Alberto; Lovegrove; TenPas

■ LB – Feldmann; Henning;
Laack; Schuessler

■ DB – Vowinkle; Kluz;
Burhop; Laack; Segen Gates,
sr., 6-1, 170; Kyle Hahn, sr., 5-
10, 150

Special teams
■ PK – Kluz
■ KR/PR – Sukowaty; Berg;

Laack; Endsley
■ P – Kluz; Pribek


